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whom the Exchequer had been organized in the rciguof Henry I.
Richard fitz Nigel became treasurer in or shortly before 1160,
and held that post till his death (119^). He wrote this dialogue
in the year 1177. It is primarily intended to explain I he system
on which the sheriff's accounts were audited and enrolled ;
and is, therefore, an indispensable commentary upon the Pipe
Rolls (supra, p. 158). It also contains some curious historical
traditions, concerning the. origin of the Exchequer and other
matters ; and finally it throws much light on the fiscal rights of
the crown. The monograph by R. L. Poolc, The Exchequer
in the Twelfth Century (Oxford, 1912), will be found a useful
guide to the work ; and some special points of difficulty are
discussed in the preface to the. Oxford edition.

It was first published by Madox, as an appendix to his invalu-
able History of ike Exchequer; and was reprinted in its entirety
in earlier editions of the Select CJiarters. A more accurate text
was published in 1902 by Messrs. Hughes, Crump, and Johnson :
the readings of this text, which we call the Oxford edition, have
been utilized in preparing the present selection of abstracts.

PKAKKATIO.

Ordinatis a Deo potestatibus in omni timoro subici simul et
obscqui necesse est. Omnis enim potestas a Domino Deo cst.
Non ergo videtur absurd um vel a viris ecclesiasticis nlicmim,
rcgibus quasi praecelle.ntibus et c.cteris potestatibus serviendo,
sua jura servare ; praesertim in hiis quite veritali vel honestati
non obviant. Oportct autem hiis servire, non in conservnndis
tantum dignitatibus, per quas gloria regiae potestatis clucct,
vcrum in mundanarum facultatum copiis, quae eos sui status
rationc contingunt : iliac c-nim illustrant, haec subveniunt.
Porro mobilium copia, vel defect us, principum potestates
humiliat vel exaltat. . . . Ka proptcr, rex illustris, niundanorum
principum maxime, quia saepe to vidimus utroquc tempore
gloriosurn, non parcentem qxiidem pecuniac thesauris, se.d
pro loco, pro tempore, pro pcrsonis, legitimis sumptibus
insistentcm, modicum opus e.xccllontiae txiao dc^vovimus, non
de rebus quidem magnis v<il luculonto sc^rmone compositurn,
sed agrcsti stylo de scaccarii tui necessariis observantiis.